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Fifty Days of  Easter
The fifty days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost are joyfully celebrated as one great feast 
day.  The Church document, General Norms for the Liturgical Year states: “The fifty days from 
Easter Sunday to Pentecost are sometimes called the great ‘Sunday’ (22).” Each Sunday is 
considered part of  the entire Easter story. The season of  Easter is not over on Easter Monday.  
The celebration continues for fifty days. The Sundays are referred to as the “Second Sunday 
of  Easter,” the “Third Sunday of  Easter,” etc.” They are not referred to as a Sunday after 
Easter, because all of  the Sundays of  Easter are part of  the mystery of  Easter. Every 
Sunday of  the Easter season is considered a Solemnity-a very high holy day—a great feast.  
The Eighth Sunday of  Easter is called Pentecost Sunday.

Thus, for fifty days we remember Jesus’ saving action. We remember that he died and rose 
again from the dead. We remember that he opened the gates of  heaven for us because of  his 
great love for us. We remember that he made a new covenant with us. We are to follow Jesus’ 
example. We are to love in the same way that Jesus loved us. We are not only supposed to 
love our family and friends, but we are called to love those who are not very easy to love.  We 
are even supposed to love our enemies.  

One sign of  the everlasting covenant Jesus made with us is our sharing in the Eucharistic Cup 
at Mass. Jesus shed his Blood for us and he invites us to shed our blood for others. We drink 
his Blood and his Blood runs through our veins. He becomes a part of  us. That means we are 
to love one another in the same way Jesus loves us. 

One way to show that we love all people is to celebrate the love that already exists in your 
family. It is important to take time out to celebrate what it means to be a family. The Easter 
season is a time we remember what it means to be a Church family.  It is also a good time to 
remember what it means to be a Christian family. This family blessing is intended to stress the 
importance of  your love for one another.

Take a special wine glass and fill it with wine or with grape juice. 
Place it in the center of  your dinner table next to a Bible. Light a candle.

All make the sign of  the cross.

Leader: May the Lord be with us all the days of  our lives. 
All:   Amen. 
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Leader:   We are a family. God is the head of  our household. God is with us when 
  we experience joy and when we experience sorrow. We belong to one 
  another and we pray for one another. There is nothing that can make us 
  stop loving each other. Our love is like the love God has for us. We ask God 
  to bless us and strengthen us as a family. During this Easter season we 
  remember that Jesus died on the cross and that he rose from the dead so 
  we could have a place at the heavenly banquet table. He formed us as a 
  Christian family. Today let us celebrate the best parts of  what it means to be 
  part of  our family.
  
Scripture  
(A member of  the family reads the Scripture passage. Colossians 12-16)

A reading from the letter of  Paul to the Colossians
Brothers and Sisters:
God loves you and has chosen you as his own special people.
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
Bear with one another and,
if  anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other;
just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive.
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
And let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in the one body.
And be thankful.
Let the word of  Christ dwell in you richly.

Intercessions
Let us pray for the needs of  God’s family and of  our family.

 • For all who are hungry and have no place to call home, we pray. All: Hear us Lord. 
 • For poor people, that everyone everywhere realize how important it is to help 
   them have a better life, we pray. All: Hear us Lord. 
 • For children who do not have loving families that God protect them and watch 
   over them, we pray. All: Hear us Lord. 
 • Add your own prayers and respond. All: Hear us Lord. 



©Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division

Sharing Life and Sharing the Blessing Cup
 • The cup is passed to each person.
 • Each person shares one reason why it is good to be a part of  your family. 
 • Each person takes a sip from the cup and passes it to the next person. 

Leader:  In good times and in bad, 
  in sickness and in health, 
  we belong to each other as we belong to you, God ever faithful. 
  By morning and by night may your name be ever on our lips,  
  a blessing to all our days 
  so may kindness and patience be ever among us, 
  a hunger for justice, and songs of  thankfulness in all we do.
  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 1  

All:   Amen. 

1. Portions adapted from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers: “Blessing for a Family or Household.”


